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             From the Pastor . . . 

               TTTHHHEEE   CCCRRROOOSSSSSSLLLIIINNNKKK………   

MONEE FREE METHODIST CHURCH 

  Our Worship Schedule   
Worship Service             10:30 am 
Family Night Wednesday           6:30 pm 
Sunday School ~Adult/Teen      9:30 am 

Jumping Jacks for God 

     I always hated jumping jacks. You know, that exercise in gym class where 
you have to clap your hands over your head while your legs went out sideways and then your 
hands came down at your sides and feet came together. You always had to count out loud 
while doing jumping jacks and it seemed no two gym teachers did it quite the same. It’s not 
that I couldn’t do the jumping jacks. I was actually quite good at it. I was always marveling at 
those boys in the class that could never seem to get a good jumping jack on. Something was 
awkwardly out of sync and it made them look weird and gangly and uncoordinated. I was 
weird and gangly enough that I couldn’t afford to add to it with an improper jumping jack. I 
couldn’t understand how anyone alive could be incapable of doing a simple jumping jack. I 
mean, what was there to it? Arms up, feet apart. Then down and together. How could you 
mess that up? But dozens did and didn’t seem to care. I felt if I had to do one I may as well 
do a good one. So I gave the jumping jack my best effort. I was West Aurora’s jumping jack 
king. But still I hated them. Thought they were stupid and didn’t help keep me in shape at all. 
Give me a good push-up or deep knee bend. You knew something was going on with those 
bad boys. Even that thing where you bend forward, backward, side and side while hands on 
your hips had some value if you pushed it enough and didn’t slack off doing them. But 
jumping jacks? Stupid. I hated jumping jacks. 
   But you know what? I always had to do them. They always came. Every gym class in my 
fairly large high school (2000) began with exercises and most of them contained the dreaded 
JJ. I secretly wished for a jumping jack substitute for us who found them so offensive, but 
knew it would never happen. So for four years I did those silly things, I did them well, and just 
enjoyed the rest of the good exercises all the more. I didn’t have to like them to do them and 
do them well. 
   Are there parts of living the Christian life you don’t like? Things you have to do or don’t get 
to do? Not hard things or things that take extreme discipline or overcoming things you 
struggle with, but things you just don’t like. Jumping jack things. Things you don’t enjoy all 
that much but you do them anyway. In fact, you may even do them well. Maybe even very 
well. What do you think God thinks about that? It would be great if we loved every aspect of 
living this Christian life, but it just doesn’t happen too often. Some things we do because we 
have to. And like me and my jumping jacks there might not be a single person that would ever 
guess what you really felt like inside.  
   That kind of faithfulness, selflessness, obedience, and character will serve you well so that 
you will grow more and more and more. Maybe even to “perfection”. Not doing the big hard 
things but the daily simple things that just don’t hold any excitement for you.  
 
       Pastor Patrick Coakley 
 



 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

 

                          

   

       
 
 

 
 

     
                                                                                      
 
 

 

 

 

Reminders… 
 Starting June 9th, our 

Living Inside Out 
Sunday school program 

will move to Wednesday 
nights for the summer. 

  
Pets On Parade is 

scheduled for July 7th 
and join us for our 
annual Water Night  

August 11th featuring 
‘Sundaes from Heaven’! 

Children’s Sunday is Children’s Sunday is Children’s Sunday is Children’s Sunday is This This This This 

Month: Month: Month: Month:     

A story from Pastor Pat A story from Pastor Pat A story from Pastor Pat A story from Pastor Pat 

and  and  and  and      

““““DON’T forget your HAT!DON’T forget your HAT!DON’T forget your HAT!DON’T forget your HAT!””””    

June 6June 6June 6June 6thththth @ 10:30am @ 10:30am @ 10:30am @ 10:30am 
   

       

 

PAGE  2              THE CROSSLINK . . . 

Starting June 1st Greenville student Jason Marsh will be 
interning with us for the summer @ MFMC!  Jason is the 

PK of Greg & Cindy Marsh.  Greg is the director of 
Men’s Retreat @ SkyLodge and currently Pastor  

@ Livingston, WI.   
FUN FACTS about Jason:  Loves baseball: CUB fan, 

traveled with KRM (Ms. Nadine), & has been Sky Lodge 
lifeguard.  Jason will be staying with the Coakleys for 

the summer! 

2nd Annual 
MONEE SUMMER BASH: 

 

June 19th from 4pm til 9pm 
 

We NEED you and your talents to pull this 
off!  There are several options:  

 
28+ game booth attendants  (2 ½  shifts)   
Set-up Crew 2-4pm 
Clean-up 8:30 til done 
4 Prizebooth attendants (2½  shifts) 
6 Traffic Controllers (21/2 shifts) 
10 Safety Monitors for Inflatables (2 ½  shifts) 

**See Ronni Mann or she will see you ☺** 
 

‘Sky Lodge 
Summer Camp 

Opportunities’ 

Don’t put off 
registration for camp 
this summer any longer!  
The many great camps 

available include Junior 
Camp (Camp Speaker: 

Pastor Pat)/4-6 grades 
from June 21st- thru the 

26th, Young Teen 
Camp/Grades 7-9 from 
June 28th-July 3rd, & 

Family Camp the week of 
July 10th-16th including 
the Family Fun Fair on 
Sunday, July 11th.  More 
information available at 
www.skylodge.org or you 

can pick up a 
registration form in the 
foyer of the Monee Free 

Methodist Church. 

WHERE RELATIONSHIPS 
TAKE FLIGHT! 



   

   

 Pastor Paul 

Alf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

““““Reach Out”    

When Jesus walked this land with his disciples on his side, they changed and impacted 
every community they went to.  Jesus would always go out and heal the sick, touch the 
lepers, and love the tax collectors.  Jesus also told us to go out and reach our community 
and our world.   
  
We as a church have a great opportunity and responsibility to do this month.  On June 19 
from 4pm to 9pm we are hosting the ‘Summer FUN Bash’ at our church.  This event is 
going to be a huge event to specifically reach out to our community.  Many things are 
already set & many things yet to be done.  We are also going to have different adult 
tournaments and activities, bouncy houses for the kids, a fair for the families, a train ride 
for the kids and an outdoor movie (Chipmunks: The Squeakquel) for everyone.  
  
Now it is up to us as a church.  As a body, all together, we need to be a part of this huge 
event, we need to help out and donate our time, and we need to spread the love of Christ 
to our community.  I am calling the whole church get on board and please help.  Wear your 
church t-shirts if you have them, bring your smiles, express your enthusiasm and let 
everyone at this event know what the Monee Free Methodist church is all about.  See you 
there!        Pastor Paul Alf 
 
        

 

  This ‘Every Wednesday ~All Ages’ Program  
    Is running Wednesdays @ 6:30pm  

  Beginning June 9th! 
 

This month’s theme is found in Ruth & Judges! 
& The Children’s Church class will also reinforce those truths 

by learning from the same books of the bible. 
 . 

Each week offering a unique truth; ‘God Gives 
Everyone Gifts’, ‘God Provides Comfort’, ‘God IS 

In Control’, & ‘God Answers Prayer’. 
Please look for opportunities to reinforce this learning about  

God’s truth, it is a treasure. 
 
 

Special Note:  a $2 per person dinner is offered in the 
fellowship hall at 5:30pm before the L.I.O. and Bible Studies 

begins. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

We now offer the option 
of online giving   

www.moneefmc.org  for 
your convenience.   

The budget for the month 
of June is $11,675.00.  

“But just as you excel in 
everything—in faith, in 
speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in 
your love for us—see that 
you also excel in this grace 
of giving. I am not 

commanding you, but I 
want to test the sincerity of 
your love by comparing it 
with the earnestness of 

others.”  

2 Corinthians 8:11-12 

If you have questions 
about the budget you may 
contact Treasurer Don 

Schirmer or Pastor Pat. 

 
Jonathan Krantz   6-1 
Fred Tetreault Jr.  6-2 
June Wateska   6-6 
John Maxedon Jr.  6-10 
Becky Clark   6-12 
Tina Schirmer  6-12 
Diane Zoeteman  6-14 
Sandi Dasch   6-15 
Nick Maxedon  6-20 
Bonnie Maxedon  6-29 
Joyce Norton   6-30 
 

 

 

A��IVERSARIES 
Rocky & Becky Clark  6-3 
Ron & Krista Phillips  6-28 

 
***If someone has been left 

off this list or you notice a mistake please 
contact church office @ 708.534.LOVE 



 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who We Are 
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome you to our church.  At Monee Free Methodist you 
will learn to build a relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We are a Bible-believing 
church that seeks to know Christ and have a desire to teach others to know Him the same way. 

You will enjoy and feel refreshed in our casual family environment.  “Come as you are” is what we 
say and practice.  We offer Sunday School learning from God’s word for all ages, a midweek family 
activities night, and our Christian Education/Outreach Committee plans events each month that are 
safe, fun, and encourage faith.  To make everyone feel comfortable, our worship service is relaxed and 
versatile.  The music is a wonderful blend of contemporary and traditional favorites. 

Pastor Pat has a way of teaching the Word that is understood and enjoyed by all.  His personal touch 
and humor will keep you involved every step of the way week after week.  Most Sundays it feels as if 
he is speaking right to you personally. 

We offer our Younger Worshipers a Children’s Church Program (3 years through 2nd grade) 
dismissed right before the morning message.  We also offer a Nursery for children 3 years and 
younger. 

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact the Church Office at 
708-534-5683.   

We hope to see you soon! 

 



 

 
Wednesday Night Bible Study – 6:30-7:30pm.  Dinner available beforehand for $2.00 ~ starts serving at 

5:30pm.  
 

Children’s Church – The children will be studying from the book of Ruth which correlates directly with L.I.O 

Sunday School.  Topics include ‘God gives us gifts to serve Him’, ‘God wants us to love our friends no 
matter what’, ‘Hope in God’s good plans’,  & ‘Turn to God when you’re sad’.   
 

Living Inside Out – An All Ages ~ every Wednesday program at 6:30pm, starting June 9th.   This month’s 

theme pulled from the book of Ruth & Judges will focus on learning about God’s provision.  God tells us the 
Truth about showing His love and serving Him.   Please remember to bring your friends along!  If you are 
interested in volunteering, please see Sandi Dasch.  Thank you! 
 

2nd Annual Summer ‘FUN’ Bash –  June 19th from 4pm- 9pm:  The Chipmunks: The Squeekquel playing @ 

9pm.  Please see Ronni Mann for volunteer sign-ups ☺ 

 

Communion Sunday  –  June 27th.  
 

Adopt-A-Highway  - (Community Outreach Opportunity) We clean-up route 50 through Monee four times a 

year.  Next clean-up day is in July! 
 
 
**See calendar for additional events, dates and times! 
 
 

 
Your Money Matters– Sunday night 6:30pm  
 
Pathos Youth Ministries – Every Sunday Night 6:30-8:30pm at the church. Includes Service Opportunities, 

large group activity, and small group interaction.  Everyone also meeting Wednesday nights at MFMC for bible 
study @ 6:30-7:30pm.  Be sure to check calendar for specifics! 

Quizzers –  Please see Jim Setty if you are interested in joining the Monee FM Quiz Team & get prepared for 

the next season! 
 
Women’s Bible Study – The Donna Partow ’Becoming the Women You Want To Be’ study will be meeting 

7pm Tuesdays @ MFMC. 
 

Men’s Group – Meets at PJ’s Ice Cream Parlor in Manteno on Thursday’s at 6:30 p.m.  The 1st Thursday meets 

at Manteno Springs Senior Home (600 N. Birch).  For more information, please contact the church 
708.534.LOVE 
 
 

 



                      
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
              1111  

Women’s 
Bible study 

7pm 
to 
9pm    

2222 
Bible Study 

6:30pm 

Serving $2 
Dinner @5:30 

 

3333 4 5555 

6666    
Lifeline Youth Group 6:30

8:30pm 
Children’s Sunday 
Adult Small 
Group 6:30pm 

 
Board meeting after morning 

worship 

7777    
 

8888    
 

9999    
Living Inside Out 

6:30pm            

Serving $2 
Dinner @5:30 
Bible Study 

6:30pm 

 ‘Speaker: Al 
Mellinger’ 

10101010    
Men’s small 

group 
Nursing 

Home visit 
7pm 
Praise 

YOGA 7pm 

11111111    
Annual 

Conference 
begins 

12121212    
Annual 

Conference 
ends 

13131313 
Lifeline Youth Group 

6:30-8:30pm  
 

Adult Small 
Group 6:30pm 

 

14141414 
 

15151515 
Women’s 

Bible study 
7pm  
to  
9pm 

11116666 
Living Inside Out 

6:30pm            

Serving $2 
Dinner @5:30 
Bible Study 

6:30pm 

 

11117777 
Men’s 
small 
group 
7pm 
Praise 

YOGA 7pm 

18181818    
 

11119999    
Summer Summer Summer Summer 
BashBashBashBash    
4444----9pm9pm9pm9pm    

Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel showing @ 

9pm 

20202020    
Lifeline Youth Group 

6:30-8:30pm 
 
 

21212121    
Junior Camp 

begins 

22222222    23232323    
Living Inside Out 

6:30pm            

Serving $2 
Dinner @5:30 
Bible Study 

6:30pm 

 

24 
Men’s 
small 
group 
7pm 
Praise 

YOGA 7pm 

25252525    
 

22226666    

Junior Camp  

ends 

22227777    
Lifeline Youth 

Group 
6:30-8:30pm 

 
Adult Small 
Group 6:30pm 

Holy 
Communion 

28282828 
Young Teen 

Camp 

Begins 
Quiz 

Nationals 
Begin 

29292929    30303030    
Living Inside Out 

6:30pm            

Serving $2 
Dinner @5:30 
Bible Study 

6:30pm 

 

1 2 
Quiz 

Nationals 
End 

3 
Young Teen   

Camp  

Ends 
 

**Sunday Adult Small Group will be ‘Your Money Counts’: learning about managing your money 
biblically. 

 
**Dates are subject to change.  Please contact church office at 708-534-5683 if you have any 

questions.** 


